
Seven West Media Limited  /  50 Hasler Road, Osborne Park WA 6017 Australia  /  GPO Box D162, Perth WA 6840 Australia 
T  +61 8 9344 0777  /  ABN 91 053 480 845

 

 

 
Wednesday, 1 February 2023 
 

Vale Gary Fenton 
 
Seven West Media mourns the loss of Gary Fenton and extend their heartfelt condolences 
to his family and loved ones.     
 
Mr Fenton, an influential television executive with decades of experience in programming, 
production, and sports broadcasting, held several senior positions at the Seven Network, 
including Head of Sport. He played a crucial role in securing Seven's broadcast rights for 
multiple Olympic Games and was the Chief Operating Officer for the Sydney Olympics 
Broadcasting Organisation during the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 
 
His impact on the Australian media industry was invaluable and long-lasting.  
 
Managing Director Seven Melbourne and Head of Network Sport, Lewis Martin said: “Born 
and bred in Melbourne and totally consumed by all sport on offer in this great city, Gary 
Fenton made a profound contribution to international sport and the global broadcasting of 
sport at the highest level.  
 
“When commissioning television drama series, sketch comedy or footy theme songs, his 
instincts guaranteed success and touched the hearts of audiences everywhere. 
 
“Gary leaves behind a legendary career and a legion of friends and colleagues around the 
world who respected his judgement and thoroughly enjoyed his company. Gary loved and 
cherished his family as much as they loved and cherished him. They are all in our thoughts 
today. Vale,” said Mr Martin.  
 
Bruce McAvaney OAM, said: “Gary Fenton had a profound effect and influence on a legion 
of people in the television industry and I’m one of them. He brought me back to Channel 7 in 
1989 and his guidance was crucial to the way I worked. He re-shaped the way the 
International Olympic Committee negotiated media rights and he should be lauded as the 
driving force behind the worldwide television coverage of the Olympic Games in our country, 
in Sydney 2000.” 
 
Gordon Bennett OAM said: “Today I lost not just a colleague but, more importantly, a friend 
of over 43 years. Gary was the best friend and colleague I could ever wish to work with and 
our years together at Seven Network Sport have given me a wealth of memorable 
experiences. 
 
“The enormity and scope of Gary’s contribution to the Australian television industry, in both 
the entertainment and sporting fields, cannot be overstated. He was a driving force in 
Seven’s AFL coverage through the 1980s and 1990s. Working with Gary on Olympic Games 
and other major sporting events at home and around the world, I believe we set new 
standards for how these events could be presented for Seven viewers. 
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“His knowledge and ‘smarts’ engendered the utmost respect by sport and television industry 
leaders worldwide. His achievements are unlikely to be matched in the future. Gary will be 
greatly missed by all who knew and understood him.” 

For more information, please contact: 
 
Rob Sharpe 
Head of Corporate Communications 
M: 0437 928 884 
E: rsharpe@seven.com.au  
  
 
About Seven West Media  
 
Seven West Media (ASX: SWM) is one of Australia’s most prominent media companies, with a 
market-leading presence in content production across broadcast television, publishing and digital.  
 
The company is home to some of Australia’s most renowned media businesses, including the Seven 
Network and its affiliate channels 7two, 7mate, 7flix and 7Bravo; broadcast video on demand platform 
7plus; 7NEWS.com.au; The West Australian; and The Sunday Times. With iconic brands such as 
Australia’s leading news and public affairs programs 7NEWS, 7NEWS Spotlight, Sunrise and The 
Morning Show, The Voice, Home and Away, Australian Idol, My Kitchen Rules, Big Brother, 
SAS Australia, Farmer Wants A Wife, The Chase Australia, Better Homes and Gardens, RFDS, 
Million Dollar Island, Blow Up and the TV WEEK Logie Awards, Seven West Media is also the 
broadcast partner of the AFL, Cricket Australia and Supercars. 
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